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The prior art citation filed by a third party under 37 CFR 1 .501 on October 16, 2006 is 
hereby acknowledged to have been received and reviewed by the Patent and 
Trademark Office. The requirements for a proper prior art citation under 37 CFR 1 .501 
are as follows: 

A) prior art submitted must be limited to "written prior art consisting of patents 
and publications". Any submission that contains any issue not directed to patents and 
publications will not be entered into the file and will be returned unconsidered, despite 
the fact that it may also contain "properly considerable" prior art. MPEP 2205. 

B) an explanation of how the person submitting the prior art considers it to be 
pertinent and applicable to the patent. 

C) an explanation of why it is believed that the prior art has a bearing on the 
patentability of any claim of the patent. 

D) if filed by a party other than the patent owner, an indication must be present 
that a copy of the submission has been served on the patent owner, or includes a 
duplicate copy if service on the patent owner was not possible. 

The prior art submission of October 16, 2006 fails to meet the requirements of item C) 
above. The submission fails to explain why the prior art has a bearing on the 
patentability of the claims. The reason of "...each of the prior art references discloses a 
watercraft, a steering system, and/or a propulsion system..." is an insufficient reason. 
While the above statement would indicate the prior art cited is related to the subject 
matter of the patent claims, because there is nothing patentable about a watercraft with 
a steering and/or propulsion system, the statement fails to provide pertinency and 
applicability to the patentability of the claims. Accordingly, the submission is hereby 
returned to the third party as an attachment to this Notification as per the procedure 
outlined in MPEP 2206. 



Telephone inquiries relative to this letter should be directed to Special Programs 
Examiner Steven N. Meyers at (571 ) 272-661 1 . 



Katherine Matecki, Acting Director 
Patent Technology Center 3600 
(571)272-5250 

SM: 10/30/06 

Attachment (to the address below): Submission filed under 37 CFR 1 .501 of October 
16, 2006. 

Cc: Alan H. Norman 

Thompson Coburn LLP 
One US Bank Plaza 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited in the United States Postal 
Service as first-class mail in a package addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-145/on October 12, 2006. 




Alan H. Norman 
Reg. No. 32,285 



In re application of: Michel et al. 



Issue Date: August 6, 2002 



Patent No. 6,428,371 B1 



Title: Watercraft With Steer 

Responsive Engine Speed 
Controller 



Attorney Docket No. 20277-63096 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Submission of Prior Art Under37 CFR 1.501 

Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A., herewith submits in the above identified patent the prior 
art patents and publications listed on the accompanying PTO/SB/42 form. A copy of each of 
such prior art patents and publications also accompanies this submission. 

Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. believes such prior art to be pertinent and applicable to 
the patentability of claims 1-73 of U.S. Pat. No. 6,428,371 B1. Each of such prior art references 
was identified via a prior art search that was conducted to identify prior art pertinent to the 
patentability of U.S. Pat. No. 6,428,371 B1. Additionally, each of such prior art references 
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discloses a watercraft, a steering system, and/or a propulsion system, as is generally required 
by each of claims 1-73 of U.S. Pat. No. 6,428,371 B1 . For these reasons, it is believed that 
each of such prior art references has a bearing on the patentability of claims 1-73 of U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,428,371 B1 and may have a bearing on any future amended claims thereof. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Alan H. Norman 
Reg. No. 32,285 
Thompson Coburn LLP 
One US Bank Plaza 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
(314) 552-6284 (telephone) 
(314) 552-7284 (facsimile) 
ATTORNEYS FOR: 
Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing submission in its entirety 
has been mailed by first-class mail, postage paid, this 12th day of October 2006 to Osier, 
Hoskin & Harcourt LLP, 2100-1000 De La Gauchetiere St. West, Montreal H3B4W5, Canada 
(CA), the attorneys of record for this patent pursuant to 
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